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famous French minister (1790-1804), and of his daughter, Madame de Stacl (1804-5 and 1807), who was buried in the park; p. 531.

Coppice.   See Copse.

Coppinger, John Joseph (1834-1909), Irish-American soldier, was born in Queens-town, Ireland. He emigrated to the United States in 1861, received a commission as captain in the Federal Army. He fought with distinction through the Civil War, and continued in the service after its close. He was promoted brigadier general in 1895, and three years later, as major general of volunteers, was in command of the Fourth Army Corps during the Spanish-American War. He was retired in October, 1898.

Copra, the native and commercial name for the dried kernel of the cocoanut, important as the source of cocoanut oil. It is prepared by husking and splitting the cocoanuts, extracting the kernel, and drying it in the sun, over slow fires, or in hot air chambers or rotary driers. Large quantities of copra are exported annually from the islands of the Southern Pacific, the oil seldom being extracted in the country ol origin. See COCOANUT.

Coprolites, the fossilized excrements of animals found in Palaeozoic, Mesozoic, and Tertiary strata. They are the voidings chiefly of saurians and sauroid fishes and often contain portions of scales, bone, teeth, and shells, the indigestible parts of the food on which the animals lived. They contain a large proportion of phosphate of lime, and when obtainable in sufficient quantity are of value in the preparation of artificial manures (compare GUANO). See PHOSPHATES.

Copse, or Coppice, a growth of small trees periodically cut, usually for other than timber purposes, and reproduced by shoots springing from the stumps and roots. The coppice system of forest management is the simplest method of reproduction for trees of good sprouting capacity, as the chestnut, oak, hickory, basswood, yellow poplar, elm, red maple, white ash, and black locust. Cutting takes place at periods of from twelve to twenty-five years, depending upon climatic conditions, the purposes for which the wood is to be used, and other considerations. The coppice system is used extensively in the Eastern United States for fuel, posts, telegraph and telephone poles, charcoal, railway ties, and bark for tanning.

Coptic Version.   See Bible.

Coptis, a genus of plants of the family Ranunculaceae. C. trifoliate called Goldthread, is a native of swamps in the colder

northern regions of both hemispheres. Sec GOLDTHREAD.

Copts, the Christian descendants of the ancient Egyptians, living chiefly in Upper Egypt and in the cities of Cairo and Alexandria, and now numbering about 750,000. Racially identical with the Moslem Egyptians, they are differentiated by their religious beliefs and by certain intellectual qualities. The Coptic Church, which is the ancient national church of Egypt, dating back probably to apostolic times, was separated from the Greek Church in 451 A.D. by its refusal to accept the decision of the Council of Chal-ceclon. Its tenets are those known as Mono-physite (see MONOPIIYSITKS), their followers admitting the divine nature of Christ, hut insisting that His human nature, while not separate from the divine, is united with it 'without mingling and without confusion and without alteration.' The highest dignitary is the patriarch of Alexandria, who resides at Cairo. The ritual, liturgy, and vestments are especially interesting us they preserve unchanged the ancient Christian forms.

The Coptic Language, of which there are several dialects, is the descendant of the ancient Egyptian, though tlic alphabet is Greek uncial. It is not grammatically taught, and is not now a spoken language, having been everywhere supplanted by Arabic except for liturgical purposes. The literature is wholly religious. See EGYPT. Consult Fowler's Christian Egypt Past and Present.

Copulative, in English grammar, a term applied to a conjunction by which two coordinate clauses or members of a clause arc united, as and, also, not only . . . but also.

Copyhold, a peculiar form of land holding in England derived from the villein tenure of the Middle Ages, and a lesser estate than freehold (sec TENURE). The term signifies that the lands are held by copy of the court roil of the manor, this being evidence of the right to possess (see MANOR). No land is held by this species of tenure in the United States.

Copying Machines, appliances for producing copies of writing made by pen, pencil, or typewriter. When a number of copies is to be made simultaneously, sheets of thin white paper are interleaved with carbon paper, and a style or other sharp-pointed instrument is used to trace the writing, which is transferred in black to the white sheets. Other devices are the hectograph, in which the writing is at first done with aniline ink and then transferred to a gelatinous plate,